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The True Nature of the Individual Soul.
Here a new objection is raised? How, it is asked, can we speak of the manifestation of the true nature (svarupa) of that which is unchanging and eternal? How, in fact, can we speak of it as being hidden for a time, and then, only reappearing in its own form or in its true nature ? Of gold and similar substances, the true nature of which becomes hidden, while its specific qualities are rendered non-apparent by their contact with some other substance, it may indeed be said that their true nature was hidden, and is rendered manifest when they are cleaned by the application of some acid substance. So it may be said likewise, that the stars, whose light during daytime is overpowered by the superior brilliancy of the sun, become manifest in their true nature at night when the overpowering sun has departed. But it is impossible to speak of an analogous overpowering of the eternal light of intelligence by any agency whatsoever, since it is free from all contact. How then did this momentous change take place ?
The Phenomenal and the Real.
In our own philosophical language we might express the same question by asking. How did the real become phenomenal, and how can the phenomenal become real again? or, in other words, How was the infinite changed into the finite, how was the eternal changed into the temporal, and how can the temporal regain its eternal nature ? or, to put it into more familiar language, How was this world created, and how can it be uncreated again?